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The Growth of Transnational Organized Crimes

Transnational organized crime is the criminal activities conducted by a network of individuals across national borders. Criminal activities are not only the cause but also the consequence of underdevelopment, insecurity, and poverty. The growth of transnational organized crime has caused a significant negative impact on security both nationally and internationally. Criminal networks are not only diversifying the activities they indulge in, but they are also expanding their networks (Scherrer, 2016). This has generally posed a dire threat to the public health and safety, economic stability, and democratic institutions. Security threats have exploded and caused a lot of destabilization at various levels of governance. 

According to the national statistics, around $2 trillion is laundered by banks annually. More than $125 million is taken by Transnational Organized crime groups like Al-Shabab and Al-Qaeda as the ransom for kidnapping annually. Human smugglers who traffic people into the USA earn approximately $6.6 million annually. The number of individuals who possess guns is steadily increasing within various states. Over the past five years, criminal activities conducted by transnational organized criminal groups have been on the rise. As the world population increases, so does the human interaction increase consequently TOCs increase. 

Factors contributing to the growth of transnational organized crimes

    The existence of a weak rule of law encourages TOC penetration. This has led to co-option in some cases and a weakened governance system. Countries headed by a number of corrupt officials encourage TOC penetration because corrupt leaders are often blind to TOC activity (Beare, 2017). Moreover, through a weak rule of law, TOC activities have found an easy penetration into the political process in some ways through which this has been achieved is through bribery, infiltrating the security and financial sectors of a country, the building up of shadow economies as well as TOC leaders placing themselves as people who can provide alternate governance; thus gaining public favor. 

    The availability of new criminal opportunities gives people the motivation to join and get connected with criminal activities. Some of the opportunities include political upheaval, laundering of money and an easy internet access. Money laundering involves placement where a small unnoticeable amount of money is stolen, layering where false papers are created to cover trails and integration where the stolen money is cleaned by converting it into real estate transactions. Easy internet access has significantly led to the growth of TOC by encouraging cybercrimes both nationally and internationally (Otey, 2015). Cybercrime is committed through faking personal identities, infringing copyrights where an individual uses the work of another person without the required rights, cyber warfare where politics trigger the hacking of a system for the purpose of sabotaging something. In addition to that, computer viruses are a lucrative source of income for criminals. When all these opportunities are made available to a generation that is characterized by a higher unemployment to employment rate, the unemployed turn to criminal activities that provide a cheaper and faster income.

    The rise in illegal drug trafficking and substance abuse has led to the growth of transnational organized crime. The main source of finances for these criminal organizations is drug trafficking. Most illegal drugs are expensive to obtain and are majorly sold by gangs. Often, drugs are imported from one country to another across the borders. A direct relationship exists between TOCs and drug trafficking. When drug trafficking increases, TOC activities also increase. This is because adequate finances are available for gangs to conduct their activities without stress or fear of the government and rule of law. People involved in drug trafficking are also good coordinators and informers of the weaknesses that can be used to stabilize criminal activities across borders. Often, they are willing to participate in crimes to gain an income that will help them continue running their business. Consequently, transnational organized crime thrives in the presence of drug trafficking. 

Effect of transnational organized crimes

    The expansion of TOC networks significantly threatens stability as well as it undermines the existence of free markets. TOC members build a good network and a system of alliances with law officers, political leaders, security agencies and foreign intelligence agencies. Through these networks, cartels are formed whereby cartels hinder free markets. When the government has been penetrated, corruption is exacerbated while the rule of law, transparency, democratic institution building, governance and the judicial systems are undermined (Spapens & Wright, 2015). This is the case in Somalia, a country in the Eastern Africa that has been experiencing political instability for a long period. Their territories are controlled by criminals while the highest part of their revenue is obtained from piracy ransoms. 

    The economic and financial systems of a state, institution or country are threatened by the growth of TOC. TOC subverts, distorts and exploits both economic activity and legitimate markets. Many emerging markets perceive that the rule of law is quite unreliable this notion has been brought about by TOC and it puts the firms in the market at a competitive disadvantage as they have obtained customer loyalty. The World Bank estimates that about $1trillion is used annually to bribe political officials. This has damaged and distorted many legitimate economic activities. Moreover, companies existing in TOC dominated areas incur more expense. They have to budget for security costs which in turn hinder many people from investing. TOCs easily gain dominance over countries key trade commodities like oil and minerals. This renders trade to be quite expensive as the TOCs sell at a higher price. Consequently, the economic stability of the state is negatively affected.  

The impact of homeland security resources

The Department of Homeland Security was created in 2002 to help prevent the rise in terrorist attacks and reduce the vulnerability of the nation. Some of its responsibilities include preventing and preparing for disasters, responding to the disasters in case they occur and helping the affected area to recover from the disaster. The use of homeland security resources has brought about both positive and negative effects.

A major positive effect of homeland security resources is they have significantly improved disaster response, preparedness, and management. Many people have evaded terror attacks through notices offered by the aid of homeland security resources (Adger et.al, 2015). During terror attacks, the resources have been used to reduce the number of casualties by helping people vacate the premises. Moreover, after a disaster has ended, the resources have been used to help the victims find comfort in other areas, receive treatment as well as an aid that keeps them going before they can recover fully. 

The use of homeland security resources decreases combat effectiveness in some militia units. With these resources, friction between the military and the Department of Homeland security is created. This friction resulted in the re-training of military officers in the homeland as well as military missions. 

The budgetary expense has increased. With the creation of a new department and the purchase of resources for the department, expenditure has increased. On the contrary, the Human Security resource was set up to consolidate the functions of twenty-two agencies and costs were expected to decrease (Collins, 2016). This difference has been brought about by countries climbing on to the security bandwagon which has focused on homeland security and defense. 
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